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Renewing the United Nations to Build Lasting Peace -
An Interreligious Council at the United Nations

One of the reasons I founded the Interreligious and International Federation of World Peace 
was to help create an interreligious assembly to serve as a senate or council within the United 
Nations. To implement this plan, I propose that each nation, in addition to its current 
ambassador, send a religious ambassador to the United Nations to serve as a member of the 
religious assembly.

The mission of the representatives to this U.N. senate would require that they have a 
genuinely ecumenical or interreligious consciousness and that they have the training and 
ability to teach a universal, trans-national ideal of peace. The nature of their purpose and 
mission would prohibit their promoting the narrow interests of a particular country. Rather, 
they would carry out their duties for the ideal of peace in the world and for the sake of all 
humanity in accordance with God’s Will.

The interreligious ambassador appointed as a member of the United Nations senate or council 
should have a global consciousness and take responsibility to represent the United Nations’ 
global vision and agenda. In this sense, these persons could be thought of as global 
ambassadors from the United Nations. Wherever they go in the world, these ambassadors 
would promote movements dedicated to the realization of peace and social welfare. 
Moreover, in all nations, they would serve as conscientious guardians of lofty ideals such as 
justice, security, and peace.

This will provide hope to the citizens of the world, and especially the youth. People will then 
have the opportunity to see with their own eyes the emergence of young people around the 
world seeking true love and lasting peace. Those selected as ecumenical and transnational 
ambassadors will also be able to help guide and supervise various U.N. sponsored projects in 
health, education, welfare, and other fields.

I believe solutions to world problems can come about if we establish the proposed council 
composed of religious leaders, in cooperation with the political leaders and diplomats of the
current United Nations. The Interreligious and International Federation for World Peace will 
promote this ideal, for religion can offer great service in providing guidance in matters 
concerning the Absolute Being, the world of transcendence, our eternal life and the spirit 
world. For this purpose, the IIFWP will make devoted and sacrificial efforts to attain the goal 
of world peace. It will strive to establish the Kingdom of Heaven of eternal love and harmony, 
and the fatherland of God, where the United Nations’ efforts for peace are honoured, and 
where all humanity forms one universal family as brothers and sisters under God, the Parent.

I believe that the world leaders and officers of the United Nations, who possess knowledge, 
experience and wisdom, can offer many recommendations for implementing the proposals 
I’ve presented to you today. If we work together and make continuous efforts, peace and 
happiness will surely be realized on Earth. (Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon, Founder of IIFWP)
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